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December 17, 2008

Statement from Attorney General Lisa Madigan

I am disappointed in the Illinois Supreme Court's decision.

Because of Governor Blagojevich's refusal to resign, the State of Illinois is in an unsustainable situation. The serious criminal
charges against Governor Blagojevich strike directly at the heart of his decision-making process and seriously impede his ability to
legitimately exercise the powers of his office. Thus, while the U.S. Attorney's Office and the impeachment process move forward,
the State is left with a Governor who cannot make effective decisions on critical and time-sensitive issues.

The Illinois Constitution expressly gives the Supreme Court the authority to determine whether the Governor has the ability to
serve. Given this constitutional provision, on behalf of the People of the State of Illinois, I sought relief in the Illinois Supreme Court
to temporarily remove Governor Blagojevich so that the State could continue to function while the U.S. Attorney and the General
Assembly proceed. The Constitution does not require the Illinois Supreme Court to act.

I am hopeful that the General Assembly will act with deliberate speed. It is imperative that we begin to restore the People's
confidence in their government.
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